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to have been hastily written in order to satisfy the obligation 
for having spoken at the Conference. In general the re
ports are brief and heterogeneous in style. They do not 
serve to give the reader any unified over-all comprehension 
of the subject matter of the Conference. 

The content of this volume is extremely specialized. 
Workers in the field will find it useful as a catalog of work in 
progress although the delay in publishing of over a year is 
somewhat unfortunate. I t is not recommended to the gen
eral reader who merely wants a cursory review of the physi
cal and chemical effects of radiation. 
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Progress in Organic Chemistry. Volume 3. By J. W. 
COOK, D. S C , F.R.S., Editor, Principal, University Col
lege of The South West of England, Exeter, Fellow of 
University College, London. Academic Press, Inc., 
Publishers, 125 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N. Y. 
1955. viii + 273 pp. 16 X 25 cm. Price, $7.80. 

Volume 3 maintains the same high standards set in the 
preceding two volumes. This particular work in the prog
ress series is devoted to five topics. These topics are, (1) 
Total Synthesis of Steroids (43 pages) by J . W. Cornforth, 
(2) Non-benzenoid Aromatic Compounds (37 pages) by W. 
Baker and J . F . W. McOmie, (3) The Fulvenes (97 pages) 
by Ernst D. Bergmann, (4) Organic Compounds of Lithium 
(46 pages) by E. A. Braude and (5) Indole Alkaloids (49 
pages) by V. Boekelheide and V. Prelog. In accordance 
with the announced editorial policy of this series, Dr. Cook 
has been eminently successful in obtaining contributors who 
are actively engaged in the development of the topics dis
cussed in this volume. 

This is a well written book, and the reviewer has enjoyed 
reading these chapters. Synthetic schemes, interrelation
ships amongst complex compounds, discussions and argu
ments, etc., have been clearly and concisely presented. 

Organic chemists will find this a valuable review of the 
five topics covered in this volume. 
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